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Jun 20 1982 
MORANDUM FOR GENERAL RaLimy: 


SUBJECT: (1.S.) Replacement Aircraft for RB-45 Detachment of 91st 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing 


1. This Headquarters received a message from FEAF (T.S. 5864) 
(Inci#2)} advising that RB-)5 serial number 48-0164 was destroyed on 
6 June 1952 due to engine explosion on take-off; crew parachuted safe- 
ly, minor injury only. FRAF requested replacement soonest in view of a 
reconnaissance operation of utmost importance planned for immediate 
future which requires three (3) aircraft for one time minimum coverage. 


2. Upon the direction of the Chief of Staff, three (3) RB-A5's 
were deployed to FHAF tn Qctober 1950 for ninety (90) days TDY which 
was later extended to an indefinite period. Subsequently, one (1) 

RB-45 was lost, cause unknown, and replacelby Strategic Air Command. 


3. SAC presently has twenty-two (22) RB-.5's, including the re~ 
maining two (2) in FEAF, against a UE authorization of forty-five (45). 
Recently SAC returned a rotational B45 unit from the UK in view of a 
shorbage of spare parts and the inability to maintain the 91st Strat 
Recon Wing at a high degree of operational readiness, At that time SAC 
requested the return of the RB-45 flight from FEAF, Project 'Roundout" 
(air targeting program in Europe) utilizes all available effort of 
Strat Recon units rotated to the UK, RB-50's are presently filling the 
rotational mission, however, upon their return, any rotational Strat — 
Recon unit will, of necessity, come from the RB~45 Wing. 


4. The operation FEAF plans to accomplish with three (3) RB-45's 
is undoubtedly that of securing reconnaissance of China Coastal areas 
and Manchuria. The JSC have noted this program (JCS 2150/11 dated 27 
January 1951 and JCS 2150/12 dated 27 April 1951) and although they didn't 
specifically approve this reconnaissance it was indicated that it could 
probably. best be accomplished by infrequent flights of individual air- 
craft or small. formations. However, to date this Headquarters does 
not have specific information on PEAF's operational plans with respect to 
securing the desireddta; this information should be secured, 


5, a. The RB~45 is the only properly equipped photographic air~ 
craft with sufficient speed andrange to perform penetration missions 
yith a reasonable degree of safety. To date utilization of the RB-1.5C 
in FEAF has been low even considering spare parts difficulties, FRAF's 
proposed utilization should be known by this Headquarters so that proper 
evaluation can be made regarding future deployment of these aircraft. 

A constant difference of opinion has existed between SAC and FlaF con- 
cerning requirement for these RB-i5's. 
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b. Deployment of a replacement aircraft does not appear justified 
at this time. The 9lst Strategic Reconnaissance Wing in SAC is the only 
source of RB-45's in the USAF; each RB-45 aircraft deployed from the 91st 
on rotation to FEAF directly reduces that units capability to perform its 
Emergency War Plan mission. FEAF has two (2) RB-45's in their theatre for 
accomplishment of these special missions. 


6. In view of the above a proposed message (Incl#1) has been prepared 
for dispatch to FEAF, info SAC, advising that their request for a replacement 
RB-4.5 is not favorably considered, In addition, FEAF was requested to’ furnish 
this Headquarters information concerning past and proposed utilization including 
operational plans. 


7. %It is recommended that the Director of Opera ations sign the attached 
message to Pesto Le 


2 Inclis 
1. Prpsd THX to 
FEAF 4 
2. TWA fm FEAF CONRAD HERLICK 
T.S. 5864.. Colonel, “USAF 
- Deputy, Commitments & Priorities 
Operations & Commitments Div., b/O 
This Pocument consists of a poses. Copy Uo. eset of _& Copies. 
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